
Sales Tax on Groceries (FY 2024-25)
NCACC Monthly Data Sheet — May 2026

Sales tax rates vary by county in North Carolina, but all counties have a sales tax of at least 6.75%. The first 4.75% 
is a state sales tax. The next 2% is a local sales tax (authorized under Articles 39, 40, and 42) which is levied by all 
counties. This tax is levied on all goods, including groceries. Revenue generated supports county services with a 
required portion dedicated to school capital needs. Below is a table that shows the amount of sales tax collected on 
groceries by county and the percentage of the 2% local sales tax (Articles 39, 40, and 42) that is from groceries.

$578 million from sales tax on groceries funds county services.
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$578,254,623 
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Source: N.C. Department of Revenue; *Percent is calculated only on Articles 39, 40, and 42 To view more monthly data sheets, visit ncacc.org/research.
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Note: Two additional local sales taxes require voter approval through a referendum: those authorized under Article 43, which funds transit, and Article 46, which supports the 
general fund. To date, only 50 counties have approved one or both of these taxes. Neither Article 43 nor Article 46 taxes apply to groceries.
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