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This map displays the number of referendums held on Article 46 sales tax and their respective success. Under G.S. 105, Article 46, a 
North Carolina county may levy an optional quarter-cent sales tax if approved by county voters in a referendum.

As of April 1, 2026, there have been 195 referendums across the state. Forty-eight (48) counties held 107 referendums to gain approval; 
36 counties have not passed the sales tax and held 88 unsuccessful referendums; and 16 counties have not held a referendum.
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REFERENDUMS HELD ON ARTICLE 46 SALES TAX
Created by the NCACC Advocacy and Policy Team — April 2026

A North Carolina county may levy an optional quarter-cent sales tax under G.S. 105, Article 46, if approved by the county's voters in a 
referendum. As of April 1, 2026, 48 counties levy the tax; an additional 36 counties have held a combined 88 unsuccessful referendums.  
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