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Redistricting consultant: 
demography + geography + …







The only constant is …



The only constant is …

change.



Changing Population











Estimates 
(Census, ACS, NC OSBM)















































Race and ethnicity



Race and ethnicity
(More specific to counties)



















Changes in Geography



Other Boundaries to Consider

(Mostly) Static

• County Boundaries

• Rivers & Other Waterbodies

• Major Roads

• Zip Codes

• Etc.

More Dynamic

• Municipalities

• Election Precincts

• Neighborhoods

• Service Delivery Areas

• Communities of Interest

• Etc.



















Changes in 
Redistricting Tools



Redistricting Software

Desktop Plan-Making Browser-Based Plan-Making Utilities, Etc.

Caliper/Maptitude Esri Redistricting (Online Solution) Princeton U. Group

GityGate GIS/autoBound DistrictBuilder (Azavea) Duke U. Group

ZillionInfo/iRedistrict DRA 2020 (Dave’s Redistricting App) Tufts/MIT Group

Esri ArcGIS Business Analyst Districtr (MGGG) PlanScore.org

QGIS + Redistricting Plugin Maptitude Online Redistricting Harvard U. (Data)

Auto-Redistrict (Proprietary State Tools) U. of Florida (Data)

ArcBridge DISTRICTSolv

(Proprietary State Tools)







Changes in 
Public Involvement





https://www.npr.org/2019/09/16/760177030/a-surprise-vote-thrown-phone-and-partisan-mistrust-roil-n-c-as-maps-are-redrawn   (Miles Parks)





Changes to the Census



https://www.politico.com/news/2020/08/03/census-bureau-data-trump-391146

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/08/03/census-bureau-data-trump-391146


Graphic from Census.gov



County-grouping at the state 
level
(If time allows)







Questions?

• Deborah Stagner
919-821-4711
dstagner@tharringtonsmith.com

• For more info about LRS:
www.ncredistrict.org/lrs

• Blake Esselstyn
828-338-8528
blake@mapfigure.com


