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Navigating Ethical Issues 

Goals for Our Session:

VDistinguish between legal 
and ethical standards

VIdentify key legal issues

VIdentify ethical 
considerations

VDiscuss and compare 
views about how to 
navigate situations 
involving ethical issues



If people act legally are they 
also acting ethically?

If you cando it, does that 
mean you shoulddo it? 

Legal Ethical

Ethics vs. Law



Legal

Who decides if you have acted illegally?

Legislature: defines conduct that is prohibited and 
establishes sanctions (criminal, civil, invalidation of action)
Judges: apply common law rules, established through case 
law. Note: Legislature can override the common law.



Ethical

Who decides if you have acted unethically?

CitizensThe pressYouYour fellow board members



HOW DO YOU 
DEFINE IT?

GROUP DISCUSSION
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Key Concepts

1. Your conduct involves 
both legal requirements 
andethical considerations

2. The law places limits on:

ÅVoting

ÅContracting 

ÅGifts & Favors

ÅMisuse of Confidential 
Information

ÅMisuse of Public Property

3. Your ethical obligations 
include:

Å Obeying all applicable 
laws

Å Upholding integrity and 
independence of office

Å Avoiding impropriety in 
exercise of official duties

Å Faithfully performing 
duties of office

Å Conducting board 
business in open and 
public manner

(G.S. 160A-86(b))



Ethics and Civility

Civil Dialogue and Public Trust in Government - NCACC

http://www.ncacc.org/486/Civility-in-Government


You Have A Choice

You have a choiceabout how to act; you should 
evaluate legaland ethical factors in deciding 

how to act



Deciding How to Act: Two Questions

Is it legal?
Is it 

ethical?
Your 

Decision


