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Legislative Update
Despite many attempts to chip away at the county property tax base and local autonomy during the 2008 legislative short session, the session was a successful one for counties. The General Assembly adjourned sine die on Friday, July 18, and in the final days of the session several bills with major county implications were resolved.
S1951, which would have repealed counties’ authority to place a 0.4 percent land transfer tax referendum before voters, passed the Senate but did not receive a committee hearing in the House. Likewise, S1271, which would provide payroll deductions for certain employee associations, was part of a larger unionization effort being led by the State Employees Association of North Carolina. The bill passed the Senate during the 2007 session but failed to receive a favorable report in House committee.
While not supported by the Association, several bills were negotiated by staff  in order to lessen their impact on county governments. In particular, S1878 forces counties with populations of 75,000 or greater to reappraise their real property when their sales/assess ratio falls below .85 or rises above 1.15. H1889 creates a new property tax deferral program for landowners who manage their land for wildlife conservation purposes. Qualifying land must consist of at least 20 contiguous acres and no more than 100 acres, must be owned by the same owner for the previous five years, must be managed under a written wildlife habitat conservation agreement with the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, must protect an animal species that lives on the land and is on a North Carolina protected animal list, or must conserve what is deemed to be a priority animal wildlife habitat.
The Association worked to strip harmful language from legislation that passed both chambers, including H2313, which once contained an amendment that would have limited a local government’s ability to enact a building moratorium to give the local government time to update or adopt a local ordinance, and H2314, which would have allowed the State Board of Transportation to base funding decisions on whether a local government has elected to participate in financing a road project. In its final form, the bill codifies and expands on items that were included in legislation passed during the 2007 long session that gave counties the authority to participate in the financing of roads. In addition, S2056 repealed a provision passed during the 2007 long session that forces county personnel – such as Protective Services social workers – to pay various court fees up front, regardless of emergencies, odd hours and other circumstances.
The Association supported bills that passed both chambers and advanced counties’ legislative goals, such as H1134, which provides counties with state reimbursement grants to remove and dispose of abandoned manufactured homes. In addition, S1704, a technical corrections bill, continued to advance the combined motor vehicle registration/property tax collection system that was passed in 2005.
The Association thanks the many elected and appointed county officials who played active roles in protecting county revenue sources and local decision-making authority during the short session.
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