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Legislative update
The General Assembly approved its spending plan for 2008-09 on July 8 after two weeks of conference deliberation and compromise. The adopted modifications to the 2007 Appropriations Act contain a number of appropriations and special provisions that are both important and advantageous to counties. County commissioners and county staff from around the state have pressed for legislative resolution on many of the issues, and the General Assembly appropriately responded to county advocacy efforts.

A special provision directs that $140 million of lottery revenues be distributed to counties in accordance with the Average Daily Membership (ADM) formula, which officially determines the number of students in a school system. An additional $14.2 million of the total $154.2 million in lottery proceeds appropriated for school construction would go to counties whose effective tax rates fall below the statewide average. Another special provision sets aside for school construction purposes any lottery revenues in excess of 2007-08 appropriated levels for all educational purposes. The Office of State Management and Budget anticipates that excess to be in the range of $12,000.

The budget includes several items of priority to the N.C. Association of County Commissioners: elimination of the unfunded mandate that counties pay for courthouse telephone systems operations, maintenance and enhancements; restoration of recurring funding for the Criminal Justice Partnership Program and the Juvenile Crime Prevention Councils; and additional funding for mental health services.
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