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Legislative update
Legislation that would repeal counties’ authority to levy a 0.4 percent land transfer tax has been referred to the House Rules Committee after passing the Senate on June 19. S1951 was amended to allow flexibility in the ballot language used in any referendum on a quarter-cent local option sales tax. The Association is working with legislative leadership to keep in place the land transfer tax option, which was given to counties as part of an agreement on a multi-faceted swap of Medicaid costs and sales tax revenues during the 2007 session.
Legislation that serves as the first step toward allowing for the unionization of public employees and the end of North Carolina’s prohibition on collective bargaining rights for public employees could soon come to a vote in the House Local Government II Subcommittee. S1271 passed the Senate on May 24. It provides for the implementation of a dues payroll deduction system – the first step toward unionization. Related legislation in the House originally called for an all-out end to the public employee collective bargaining prohibition. H1583 remains in the House Committee on Appropriations.
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