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Legislative update
The North Carolina House of Representatives adopted its changes to the 2007-09 biennium budget on June 5. The Senate is currently developing its proposal. In addition to including $60 million in new funding for local mental health services, the House budget includes several items of primary interest to counties.
Courthouse phone funding responsibility would be shifted back to the state, and it asks the Administrative Office of the Courts and the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners to examine how the systems would be funded in the future. The cost-shift was a provision in the 2007-09 budget passed last summer, and the Association of County Commissioners has been working to get the provision overturned. The mandate is projected to annually cost counties almost $3.7 million statewide.

Recurring funding for county Criminal Justice Partnership Programs and Juvenile Crime Prevention Councils has been restored with increases in the House budget. The Criminal Justice Partnership Programs have been budgeted to receive $9.7 million statewide, and the Juvenile Crime Prevention Councils would receive $23.7 million statewide under the House proposal.
Outside of the budget, counties are expressing concern with S1878, which would require all counties to go to a four-year revaluation cycle beginning in 2011. The NCACC is supporting S1884, which would increase the daily per diem reimbursement for state inmates serving sentences of 30 days or more in local confinement facilities from $18 per day to $90 per day.
The Association strongly opposes S2078, which seeks to overturn the law that combines motor vehicle registration and property tax collections. An amendment offered during the House budget debate would have repealed the law, but Speaker of the House Joe Hackney ruled the proposed amendment out of order.
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