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Legislative update
Legislation was introduced May 14 to implement changes to the mental health system as recommended by a joint legislative oversight committee. Rep. Verla Insko, who co-chairs the committee, appeared before the NCACC Board of Directors that day to discuss the committee’s proposals, which include returning the service authorization, utilization review and utilization management functions to LMEs on July 1, 2009, and prohibiting DHHS from forcing any LMEs to merge prior to Jan. 1, 2010, except for LMEs that do not meet the existing catchment area requirements.
Companion bills in the House and Senate (H2499 and S1879) impact counties’ ability to manage their water resources during water emergencies. The recommendations include giving the Secretary of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources the power to order one local water system to divert water to another system. Another recommendation would force counties to abide by water conservation measures set by the Environmental Management Commission if that county were classified as being under a severe, extreme or exceptional drought.
Finally, legislation introduced in the House on the session’s opening day that would repeal counties’ land transfer tax authority has been referred to the House Rules Committee, which is chaired by Rep. Bill Owens, a past president of the NCACC. The former Pasquotank County commissioner is a strong advocate of county interests. H2097 and a like bill in the Senate, S1830, call for a repeal of a “one-fourth cent” local land transfer tax. S1830 has been referred to the Senate Finance Committee.
County officials from across the state will travel to Raleigh on June 10 for County Assembly Day. The Association is impressing upon legislators that additional state mandates that further stress the county property tax base and intrusions on county decision-making ability are not welcome.
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