Legislative Liaison talking points (Sept. 3, 2009)
· The National Commission on Intergovernmental Relations would establish a permanent, independent, bipartisan group to study and consider the federal government’s intergovernmental relationships and the nation’s intergovernmental system.

· The commission would be composed of 30 individuals who represent the interests of the federal system’s intergovernmental partners.

· It would be the only established, freestanding part of the federal system in which the views of intergovernmental partners could be openly aired and in which difficulties and inefficiencies of the federal system’s intergovernmental relationship could be examined.

· Creating the National Commission on Intergovernmental Relations will ensure that county officials have a voice and an increased presence in the national policy debate.

· The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is the perfect example of why we need NCIR. ARRA’s significant impact on county officials perhaps best highlights the need to bring decision-makers together to share experiences, look for efficiencies, foster greater coordination and educate the public and one another about intergovernmental relationships and responsibilities.

· We request that you sign on as a co-sponsor to H.R. 3332.

