Legislative Liaison Talking Points (June 18, 2009)
· In North Carolina, the state may fund operational costs for courts, but counties are required by law to provide court-related facilities – including courthouses and office space for court personnel and related officials.
· This includes probation officers. A special provision in the House of Representatives’ state budget proposal would expand that requirement, potentially costing counties across this state millions of dollars.

· According to current law, each county must provide suitable office space for probation officers in or near the county courthouse.
· The House budget proposal provision rewrites the state’s general statutes to require that counties provide space for the probation office – meaning counties could be obligated to provide office space for more than just probation officers.

· Our concern is that this shift in the wording of the statute could be construed to mean that counties must provide office space for any and all state-employed probation personnel, not just the required probation officers. Our staff at the Association of County Commissioners is working to clarify that the expansion only includes the probation officers and their support staff.
· We are asking our local representatives as well as House and Senate state budget conferees to clarify that this expansion will only impact probation support staff.
