NCACC Legislative Liaison talking points (May 8, 2009)
· For many years North Carolina’s counties have asked the Legislature for greater flexibility in our allowed uses of 911 fees. Expanding the use of the funds has been the top Justice and Public Safety goal of the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners since 1995.
· Counties can currently only use these funds for purposes that are circumscribed by the concept of access to public safety aid – that is the ability to reach by telephone a 911 dispatch center.
· While 911 call systems allow emergency responders, law enforcement and other first responders to reach a dispatch center, they do not provide them with the ability to talk to each other – something that is of upmost importance during a disaster situation.

· In addition, counties have sought for the funds to be used for other emergency response needs, such as training of personnel and replacement of outdated cell towers.

· This session, two bills are on the move that would provide expanded use of 911 fees to certain counties.
· Senate Bill 521 would allow Lincoln and Wayne counties to use the fees to pay for communications towers, multisite simulcast systems, microwave connectivity between the sites, site monitoring and alarm systems, base stations, and grounding and lightning protection systems.
· The bill passed the Senate on May 4.

· House Bill 59 began as a local bill to allow Franklin County to expand its use of 911 fees. Burke, Catawba, Halifax, Nash and Pitt counties have been added, and the bill has been approved by the House Ways and Means and Broadband Connectivity Committee.

· The bill would allow those six counties to use 911 fees for the lease, purchase or maintenance of emergency telephone equipment, including necessary computer hardware, software and database provisioning, addressing, and nonrecurring costs of establishing a 911 system.

· We support these bills and would like to see the allowed uses of 911 fees that the bills describe be given to all 100 counties.

· Now more than ever, it is essential that we have another resource besides the property tax to help fund our county’s 911 emergency communications center.
