Legislative Liaison Talking Points (March 27)
· During the 2007 legislative session, counties were given optional authority to help finance public streets, highways and bridges. This is not an authority counties were seeking, and through the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners, counties have adopted a goal to oppose any legislation that shifts the state’s responsibility for funding transportation construction and maintenance projects to county governments.
· Legislation has now been introduced that would transfer responsibility for and maintenance of secondary roads from the state to counties beginning in 2011. Senate Bill 758, sponsored by Senators Bob Rucho and Dan Clodfelter – both of Mecklenburg County – has been referred to the Senate Appropriations/Base Budget Committee.

· According to statistics compiled by the Association of County Commissioners in 2008, there are (insert appropriate number from Total Secondary Road Miles column in spreadsheet) miles of secondary roads in __________ County.
· Using last year’s tax data, without the continuation of existing state revenue streams to pay for road upkeep and construction, the county would be forced to raise the property tax rate by (insert appropriate number from Total Increase Needed for Maintenance/Enhancements column in spreadsheet) cents in order to keep up the current level of funding needed to maintain our existing secondary roads.
· With the state facing a $65 billion dollar road funding shortfall over the next 20 years, we can expect further attempts to shift responsibility for the maintenance and construction of roads to our county property tax base. We will continue to fight these efforts, as counties do not have the equipment or capital to take on this great additional cost.
