Legislative Liaison Talking Points – March 19
· Governor Bev Perdue released her state budget proposal March 17 and, considering the troubling state of the economy, is generally favorable to counties.
· Neither lottery proceeds nor corporate income tax dollars that are dedicated for school construction are being reduced or redirected to balance the state’s budget.
· State aid to local programs such as the Criminal Justice Partnership Program and the Juvenile Crime Prevention Councils is being continued – albeit at a 7 percent reduction.
· The governor’s proposal would also provide funding for Mental Health Community Services for the purchase of local psychiatric beds, and would in part make use of federal stimulus funding to improve personnel in the areas of probation and parole.
· The final state budget, of course, could take on a completely different look after the Senate and House make their proposals and conferees work out the differences, so we are continuing to stress to our local delegates in the House and Senate how important those lottery and corporate ADM funds are to our school facility needs.
· In addition, legislation has been introduced that would divert corporate income tax payments that are dedicated for county school construction to the State’s General Fund for the next two fiscal years.
· At the county level, these funds have been pledged for projects years in advance, so delaying distribution or redirecting these funds will have a direct impact on school building projects in our county.
· Speaking of funds for local projects, ( _____________ ) commissioners and county officials from ( _________ ) County attended the National Association of Counties’ Legislative Conference in Washington D.C. in early March.

· During these tough economic times, it’s important for our federal representatives and the Presidential Administration to hear from county officials about how important federal funding for programs is for counties.

· One of the major themes of the conference was the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and how funding can be implemented at the local level, and speakers included a White House Senior Advisor and four members of President Obama’s Cabinet.
· Of particular interest to North Carolina officials was a workshop on the new Farm Bill and what it means to counties.
