Legislative Liaison talking points (Feb. 27)
· I wanted to let you know how important ADM funds and lottery proceeds are to our county’s public schools.

· We anticipate these funds in our capital planning and budgeting years in advance. Most of these funds have already been pledged for capital projects, so delaying distribution or redirecting these funds will have a direct impact on school building projects in our county.
· If the state halts distribution of the funds, we are left without revenues with which to pay for projects that have already been contracted out.
· At a time when unemployment rates are already climbing to levels not seen in years, the loss of these funds could result in the delay or cancellation of a construction project, and therefore an additional loss in construction jobs in our economy.

· This is in contrast with our nation’s focus on job creation through the economic stimulus plan.
· We understand the state’s budget problems, because we are experiencing the same problems in our county budgets. As a matter of fact, counties across the state are already being forced to resort to eliminating jobs and reducing direct services to citizens in order to stay within budget for the fiscal year.

· The last time the state seized state-collected county revenues in order to balance the state budget, 60 counties were forced to raise their property tax rates the following fiscal year – something we hope to avoid during these trying economic times.
