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LEGISLATURE ADJOURNS 2001 SESSION

The North Carolina General Assembly adjourned the longest legislative session in history Thursday, December 6th. The “short” or Regular Session is scheduled to convene Tuesday, May 28, 2002, the day after Memorial Day.

On the final day of the protracted session, the Legislature approved a proposal authorizing a number of interim studies by the Legislative Research Commission and numerous other standing commissions. Among issues to be studied are: 1. the county share of Medicaid costs; 2. payment by the Department of Transportation of nonbetterment utility line relocation costs; 3. whether counties should designate local lead agencies to organize local long term care planning processes; 4. appointment of local health directors and potential benefits of expanding to all boards of county commissioners the authority granted to certain boards to merge human service agencies under GS 153A-77; 5. strategies to attain the goal of preserving one million acres of open space over the next ten years; 6. how to improve core and essential public health services in Tier 1 counties; 7. bioterrorism preparedness; 8. providing for a later primary date; 9. allowing counties to appeal certain orders in juvenile court; 10. government tort claims; and 11. insurance availability in beach and coastal areas.

The “study bill” also reestablishes the Tax Policy Commission, creates a 17- member Election Laws Revision Commission and a 17- member Natural Heritage Area Designation Commission and establishes the Joint Legislative Growth Strategies Oversight Committee, “to make recommendations on ways to promote comprehensive and coordinated local, regional and state growth planning and public investment.”

PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION LAW CHANGES APPROVED

Among the last actions taken by the House and Senate as the session concluded was approval of Conference Committee recommendations on legislation, Senate Bill 914, to increase flexibility in bidding and awarding public construction projects and to improve good faith efforts to recruit and select minority business for participation in public construction contracts. The bill was the subject of intense negotiation over the last few weeks of the session.

LOCAL RETIREMENT BENEFITS ENHANCED

Among changes approved in the last hours of the session was an effort by Senator Walter Dalton (Rutherford) to amend provisions of The Local Governmental Employees’ Retirement System to redefine and expand the availability of “creditable service” under the system. Included in a “technical corrections” bill, the change amends GS 128-26(e) to delete the limit on sick leave credited upon retirement. The statute had limited this credit to 12 days for each year of membership service when including accumulated sick leave in calculating membership service for retirement benefits.

James B. Blackburn, III, General Counsel






C Ronald Aycock, Executive Director

