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RightRight--ofof--Way for Emergency Way for Emergency 
VehiclesVehicles

NCGS 20NCGS 20--156156
Exceptions to the rightExceptions to the right--ofof--way ruleway rule

Police vehiclesPolice vehicles
Fire department vehiclesFire department vehicles
Public and private ambulance/rescue squad emergency Public and private ambulance/rescue squad emergency 
service vehiclesservice vehicles
Vehicles used by an organ procurement/transplant Vehicles used by an organ procurement/transplant 
organizationorganization
County fire marshal vehiclesCounty fire marshal vehicles
Civil preparedness coordinatorsCivil preparedness coordinators



Appropriate Warning DevicesAppropriate Warning Devices

What emergency vehicles must provideWhat emergency vehicles must provide
Appropriate warning lightsAppropriate warning lights

Emergency vehicles must provide proper lightingEmergency vehicles must provide proper lighting

Appropriate warning soundAppropriate warning sound
Emergency vehicles must provide a bell, siren or exhaust Emergency vehicles must provide a bell, siren or exhaust 
whistle audible under normal conditions from a distance whistle audible under normal conditions from a distance 
not less that 1,000 feetnot less that 1,000 feet

Both MUST BE USED to properly and legally Both MUST BE USED to properly and legally 
provide warningprovide warning



Use of Lights Without Audible Use of Lights Without Audible 
WarningWarning

Typically known as Typically known as ““courtesy lightscourtesy lights””
Must be approved by local law enforcementMust be approved by local law enforcement
Often found in vehicles of medical first Often found in vehicles of medical first 
responders or fire fightersresponders or fire fighters
Often placed on the dashes of private vehiclesOften placed on the dashes of private vehicles
Due to the fact that there is no audible warning Due to the fact that there is no audible warning 
device, motorists are device, motorists are requestedrequested, not required, not required,, to to 
yieldyield



Rights and Responsibilities of the Rights and Responsibilities of the 
Emergency Vehicle Operator Emergency Vehicle Operator 

(NCGS 20(NCGS 20--156)156)
Proceeding through intersections controlled by lights Proceeding through intersections controlled by lights 
or signsor signs

Emergency vehicles may proceed if  light AND sound Emergency vehicles may proceed if  light AND sound 
warning devices are properly usedwarning devices are properly used
Emergency vehicle operators must drive with Emergency vehicle operators must drive with ““Due regard Due regard 
for the safety of all persons using the highwayfor the safety of all persons using the highway””
Emergency vehicle operator is not relieved or protected Emergency vehicle operator is not relieved or protected 
from the consequence of any arbitrary exercise of such from the consequence of any arbitrary exercise of such 
rightright--ofof--waysways



Speed and the Emergency VehicleSpeed and the Emergency Vehicle

NCGS 20NCGS 20--145145
Speed limitations shall not apply to emergency vehicles Speed limitations shall not apply to emergency vehicles 
when traveling  in the performance of their dutieswhen traveling  in the performance of their duties
The driver, however, is not protected from the The driver, however, is not protected from the 
consequence of a reckless disregard for the safety of consequence of a reckless disregard for the safety of 
othersothers



Ambulance Crash StatisticsAmbulance Crash Statistics

Approximately 6,500 ambulance crashes per yearApproximately 6,500 ambulance crashes per year
Injure 10 people per dayInjure 10 people per day
Kill 2 people per monthKill 2 people per month

Attributed causesAttributed causes
SpeedingSpeeding
FatigueFatigue
Driver errorDriver error

Source:  DetroitNews.comSource:  DetroitNews.com



Results of Ambulance Results of Ambulance 
CrashesCrashes
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Fire Department CrashFire Department Crash









Emergency Vehicle Driver TrainingEmergency Vehicle Driver Training
Fire and EMS Fire and EMS -- CEVOCEVO

CCoaching the oaching the EEmergency mergency VVehicle ehicle OOperatorperator
9 hour class teaches standards for driving emergency 9 hour class teaches standards for driving emergency 
vehiclesvehicles

Law EnforcementLaw Enforcement
Driver training standards taught in BLET (Driver training standards taught in BLET (BBasic asic 
LLaw aw EEnforcement nforcement TTraining)raining)
40 hours of vehicle driver training40 hours of vehicle driver training

12 classroom hours12 classroom hours
28 28 ““in the fieldin the field”” hourshours



Yielding to Emergency VehiclesYielding to Emergency Vehicles
NCGS 20NCGS 20--157157

Requires the drivers of all other vehicles to Requires the drivers of all other vehicles to 
perform the following maneuversperform the following maneuvers

Drive to a position as near as possible and parallel Drive to a position as near as possible and parallel 
to the rightto the right--hand edge or curb, clear of any hand edge or curb, clear of any 
intersections of streets or highwaysintersections of streets or highways
Stop and remain in such position until passing of Stop and remain in such position until passing of 
the emergency vehicle is complete (unless directed the emergency vehicle is complete (unless directed 
by a police or traffic officer to do otherwise)by a police or traffic officer to do otherwise)

Applies to all vehicles, regardless of direction Applies to all vehicles, regardless of direction 
of travel, on a two lane road or highwayof travel, on a two lane road or highway



Yielding to Emergency VehiclesYielding to Emergency Vehicles

Does not apply to vehicles traveling in the opposite Does not apply to vehicles traveling in the opposite 
direction of the emergency vehicle on a four lane direction of the emergency vehicle on a four lane 
highway with a median dividerhighway with a median divider
Violation of this law is a Class 2 misdemeanorViolation of this law is a Class 2 misdemeanor

Minimum fine $25.00 and costs of courtMinimum fine $25.00 and costs of court



Proper Yielding TechniquesProper Yielding Techniques

Driving as near as possible and parallel to the Driving as near as possible and parallel to the 
right hand edge or curb and stoppingright hand edge or curb and stopping
Remaining clear of intersectionsRemaining clear of intersections
Remaining stopped until emergency vehicle has Remaining stopped until emergency vehicle has 
passedpassed
Moving into the right lane on a 4 lane highway if Moving into the right lane on a 4 lane highway if 
traffic allowstraffic allows
Staying where you are at a stop sign or red light Staying where you are at a stop sign or red light 
if you cannot safely pull to the rightif you cannot safely pull to the right



Proper Yielding TechniquesProper Yielding Techniques

Pulling to the left hand curb on a one way street Pulling to the left hand curb on a one way street 
if you are unable to pull to the rightif you are unable to pull to the right
Using your turn signal to indicate intentionsUsing your turn signal to indicate intentions
Being alert to more than one approaching Being alert to more than one approaching 
emergency vehicleemergency vehicle
Keeping your radio volume so that it wonKeeping your radio volume so that it won’’t t 
interfere with your ability to hear an interfere with your ability to hear an 
approaching emergency vehicleapproaching emergency vehicle



Proper Yielding TechniquesProper Yielding Techniques

Checking your mirror oftenChecking your mirror often
Making sure lanes are safe before reMaking sure lanes are safe before re--enteringentering
Limiting cell phone usage while your vehicle is Limiting cell phone usage while your vehicle is 
in motionin motion



Improper Yielding TechniquesImproper Yielding Techniques

Stopping in the middle of the left hand lane on a Stopping in the middle of the left hand lane on a 
four lane highwayfour lane highway
Pulling to the left in the center turn lane or into Pulling to the left in the center turn lane or into 
oncoming trafficoncoming traffic
Driving through a red light or stop signDriving through a red light or stop sign
Making a left turn quickly into a driveway or Making a left turn quickly into a driveway or 
streetstreet
Racing ahead to get through a green light or turn Racing ahead to get through a green light or turn 
before the emergency vehicle reaches youbefore the emergency vehicle reaches you



Improper Yielding TechniquesImproper Yielding Techniques

Disregarding and continuing to travel despite Disregarding and continuing to travel despite 
the emergency vehiclethe emergency vehicle
Slamming on your brakes/stopping directly in Slamming on your brakes/stopping directly in 
front of an emergency vehiclefront of an emergency vehicle
Following an emergency vehicle with your Following an emergency vehicle with your 
flashers onflashers on



Stopping in a curve or crest of a hillStopping in a curve or crest of a hill
Activate turn signal and proceed to safest location

Improper Yielding TechniquesImproper Yielding Techniques

Activate turn signal and proceed to safest location

Source:  www.holtgren.org



Passing Parked Emergency VehiclesPassing Parked Emergency Vehicles

On four lane highwaysOn four lane highways
Approach with cautionApproach with caution
Move into the lane that is not the one closest to the Move into the lane that is not the one closest to the 
parked emergency vehicleparked emergency vehicle
Continue traveling in chosen lane until safely clear of Continue traveling in chosen lane until safely clear of 
the vehiclethe vehicle
Applies if you can safely change lanes without Applies if you can safely change lanes without 
interfering with any other trafficinterfering with any other traffic
Watch for officials directing you to do otherwiseWatch for officials directing you to do otherwise



Passing Parked Emergency VehiclesPassing Parked Emergency Vehicles

Two lane roadsTwo lane roads
Slow the vehicleSlow the vehicle
Maintain a safe speed for traffic conditionsMaintain a safe speed for traffic conditions
Continue at a reduced speed until you have Continue at a reduced speed until you have 
completely passed the emergency vehiclecompletely passed the emergency vehicle
Watch for officials directing you to do otherwiseWatch for officials directing you to do otherwise



Passing Parked Emergency VehiclesPassing Parked Emergency Vehicles

February 8, 2005 in Randolph CountyFebruary 8, 2005 in Randolph County
WINSTONWINSTON--SALEM, N.C. (AP) SALEM, N.C. (AP) ---- State highway patrol troopers are State highway patrol troopers are 
charging an 18charging an 18--yearyear--old after a firefighter, an Eold after a firefighter, an E--MM--S worker and a S worker and a 
nurse where hit while trying to help out a crash victim. nurse where hit while trying to help out a crash victim. 

The accident happened early today on N.C. 22 just south of ColerThe accident happened early today on N.C. 22 just south of Coleridge idge 
in Randolph County. in Randolph County. 

A young girl had lost control of her vehicle and ran off the roaA young girl had lost control of her vehicle and ran off the road. d. 

EE--MM--S workers and firefighters from the Coleridge Volunteer Fire S workers and firefighters from the Coleridge Volunteer Fire 
Department were on scene helping when another car ran off the roDepartment were on scene helping when another car ran off the road, ad, 
striking four people helping the original accident. striking four people helping the original accident. 

The brakes on the vehicle had gone out. The brakes on the vehicle had gone out. 

He also hit a nurse who had stopped to help. She was transportedHe also hit a nurse who had stopped to help. She was transported to to 
Duke University Medical Center and listed in critical condition.Duke University Medical Center and listed in critical condition. The The 
firefighter and Efirefighter and E--MM--S worker suffered only minor injuries. S worker suffered only minor injuries. 

Anthony Martin of Bennett is being charged with failure to reducAnthony Martin of Bennett is being charged with failure to reduce e 
speed and operating a vehicle with improper brakes. speed and operating a vehicle with improper brakes. 



Parking Near Emergency VehiclesParking Near Emergency Vehicles

It is unlawful to park and leave standing a vehicle It is unlawful to park and leave standing a vehicle 
within 100 feet of emergency apparatus engaged in within 100 feet of emergency apparatus engaged in 

rendering assistance to victims of an accidentrendering assistance to victims of an accident



Special ConsiderationsSpecial Considerations

Fire apparatusFire apparatus
Unlawful to follow fire apparatus traveling in Unlawful to follow fire apparatus traveling in 
response to a fire alarm closer than one blockresponse to a fire alarm closer than one block
Unlawful to drive into or park a vehicle within one Unlawful to drive into or park a vehicle within one 
block where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to block where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to 
a fire alarma fire alarm
Outside corporate city limits, it is unlawful to follow Outside corporate city limits, it is unlawful to follow 
or park closer than 400 feet from fire apparatus or park closer than 400 feet from fire apparatus 
responding to an alarmresponding to an alarm



Special ConsiderationsSpecial Considerations

Unlawful to drive over a fire hose or any other Unlawful to drive over a fire hose or any other 
equipment that is being used at a fire at any timeequipment that is being used at a fire at any time

Unlawful to block fireUnlawful to block fire--fighting apparatus or any fighting apparatus or any 
other equipment from its source of supply regardless other equipment from its source of supply regardless 
of its distance from the fireof its distance from the fire



Source:  www.averdata.com



?TEST QUESTION??TEST QUESTION?

If youIf you’’re cruising down the highway in the re cruising down the highway in the 
passing lane and an emergency vehicle is closing passing lane and an emergency vehicle is closing 
in behind youin behind you--swirling its lights and blaring its swirling its lights and blaring its 
sirensiren--YOU SHOULDYOU SHOULD……



?TEST QUESTION??TEST QUESTION?

A.  Continue in the passing lane and hit the gas A.  Continue in the passing lane and hit the gas 
so you can lead the emergency vehicle to the so you can lead the emergency vehicle to the 
scenescene……after all, you do have a scanner in your after all, you do have a scanner in your 
car and you know where theycar and you know where they’’re goingre going



?TEST QUESTION??TEST QUESTION?

A.  Continue in the passing lane and hit the gas so you can leadA.  Continue in the passing lane and hit the gas so you can lead
the ambulance to the scenethe ambulance to the scene……after all, you do have a scanner in after all, you do have a scanner in 
your car and you know where theyyour car and you know where they’’re goingre going

B.  Turn up the radio and ignore all the B.  Turn up the radio and ignore all the 
commotion (they can pass you on the right like commotion (they can pass you on the right like 
everyone else has been doing)everyone else has been doing)
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even illegallyeven illegally--in the passing lane for no reasonin the passing lane for no reason
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?TEST QUESTION??TEST QUESTION?

A.  Continue in the passing lane and hit the gas so you can leadA.  Continue in the passing lane and hit the gas so you can lead
the emergency vehicle to the scenethe emergency vehicle to the scene……after all, you do have a after all, you do have a 
scanner in your car and you know where theyscanner in your car and you know where they’’re goingre going
B.  Turn up the radio and ignore all the commotion (they can B.  Turn up the radio and ignore all the commotion (they can 
pass you on the right like everyone else has been doing)pass you on the right like everyone else has been doing)
C.  Wonder why it is you are loiteringC.  Wonder why it is you are loitering--perhaps even illegallyperhaps even illegally--in in 
the passing lane for no reasonthe passing lane for no reason
D.  Slam on the brakes immediately and let the emergency D.  Slam on the brakes immediately and let the emergency 
vehicle go around youvehicle go around you

E.  QuicklyE.  Quickly--and safelyand safely--move into the right hand move into the right hand 
lane (and/or shoulder) leaving a clear pathlane (and/or shoulder) leaving a clear path



ANSWERANSWER

E.  Quickly and safely move E.  Quickly and safely move 
to the right hand lane to the right hand lane 
(and/or shoulder), leaving a (and/or shoulder), leaving a 
clear path for the emergency clear path for the emergency 
vehiclevehicle



Unconditional RightUnconditional Right--ofof--WayWay



Award Winning ProgramAward Winning Program

The Outstanding County Program Award

2004 Winner - Public Education/Participation
The Outstanding County Program Awards was developed as a way to 

recognize innovative programs that other counties might want to emulate and to 
honor counties for their support of excellence.  The intent of the Outstanding 
County Program Awards is to recognize and share information with other 

counties about programs that involve a uniquely innovative process, solution or 
idea to address a county or multi-jurisdictional issue and/or to prevent a future 

problem from developing.



““Do The Do The RIGHThingRIGHThing”” has been a program has been a program 
developed by Pasquotankdeveloped by Pasquotank--Camden Camden 

Emergency Medical Service.  For more Emergency Medical Service.  For more 
information on having this program information on having this program 

presented for your group or organization, presented for your group or organization, 
contact us at 252contact us at 252--335335--1524.1524.

Copyright Copyright ©© 2003 Pasquotank County2003 Pasquotank County
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